‘Really Ridiculous’ 

The editorial "The Hoover File” (Dec. 16) was not 
.only most scurrilous, but also really ridiculous. It seemed 1 
the whole piece was based on an “analysis” of certain 
pages released to an individual, whose credibility will not 
be mentioned. Then, with this flimsy basis, The Post 
reached a groundless, conclasion that there was “evi- 
dence of impropriety. Certainly The Post doesn’t be- 
heve its readers are so ignorant that they cannot discount 
this type of rhetoric no matter how vitriolic. s 

The most significant statement The Post made was 
that J. Edgar Hoover ran the FBI for 48 years. The Post 
got that right Based on that fact, the editorial’s whole 
treatise fell flat on its face because it is well established 
that Hoover was successful in achieving an enormous 
variety of accomplishments in those 48 years. Perhaps 
1 he Post hasn t heard of the gangster era, sabotage, es- 
pionage, organized crime, white-collar crime or such 
things as the National Fingerprint Files, Crime Labora- 
tojy, National Academy for police training, etc., etc. 

1 he public does not wonder how a building in this 
city can be named tor the man. But the people surely 
have reason to wonder how journalists can be consid- 
ered ethical in their profession when they vilify such 
an outstanding citizen and patriot as J. Edgar Hoover.. 

—James R. Adams 
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